ALEXANDRIA JAYCEES HOSTED A HOLIDAY SHOPPING TOUR BENEFITING UNDERPRIVILEGED CHILDREN IN THE COMMUNITY

On Saturday, December 11, 2010, approximately 50 Jaycee volunteers gathered at Target at Potomac Yards for their annual shopping tour and wrapping party for underprivileged children.  Joining the Jaycees this year were six members of the Alexandria City Council including Mayor Bill Euille, Vice-Mayor Kerry Donnelly, and Councilmembers  Del Pepper, Rob Krupicka, Frank Fannon, and Alicia Hughes.

For over four decades, the Alexandria Jaycees have hosted a holiday shopping tour for low-income children under the age of twelve in Alexandria.  The Jaycees and Alexandria City Council members escorted more than sixty children through the Potomac Yard Target store to select gifts for the children to give to their families.  

“Being a founding member of this project during my time as an Alexandria Jaycee, it was even more special to me to see the project continue and for this group to directly touch so many of our young people’s lives, especially around the holidays,” said Alexandria Keyman, Mayor Euille.

Following the shopping experience the children rode a donated DASH bus to the Campagna Center, wrapped their gifts, and enjoyed a pizza party sponsored by Bugsy’s Pizza Restaurant.  

“Being able to give back to Alexandria through projects like this is what defines us as a community business,” said Bryan Watson, owner of Bugsy’s Pizza Restaurant. “Nothing warms the heart more than being able to bring these kids together and put a smile on their faces.”

The children also enjoyed a visit from a Santa Claus.  Gifts purchased during the shopping tour are paid for by the Alexandria Jaycees through funds raised by Christmas tree sales and through community partner donations.   

The children of Alexandria from the Carpenter’s Shelter and the Campagna Center as well as those served through the City’s Department of Human Services and other human services organizations participated in the holiday event.  

 These children experienced a special holiday they may not have been able to without the help of the Alexandria Jaycees and their community partners.  This event helped send a message to the citizens of Alexandria as well as to the youth of the city about the importance of giving and caring for your neighbor not only during the holidays but each and every day. 

“The spirit of the holiday is all about giving,” said Alexandria Jaycee President, Harry Schroeder.  “This project allows the children to experience first-hand the powerful spirit of giving to others. “

The Jaycees would like to give a special thanks to the sponsors of the Holiday Shopping Tour including Target at Potomac Yards, DASH bus, Campagna Center, Bugsy’s Pizza Restaurant, Safeway, and Long Fence.  

For more information about the Alexandria Jaycees or to make a tax deductible contribution to the Holiday Shopping Tour, please contact Harry Schroeder at president@alexjaycees.org.  

