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For Immediate Release

March 25, 2010
Contact: Laurie Bledy
cd_vp@alexjaycees.org
Contact: Jennifer Jackson

director2@alexjaycees.org

Alexandria Jaycees Honors Five Young Outstanding City Employees
On March 18, 2010, as part of their annual ‘Community Appreciation Night’, the Alexandria Jaycees presented awards to outstanding young citizens and employees of the city.  Representatives from the various city departments, the mayor and city council members were in attendance as well as family of the award winners.
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Left to right: (City Manager’s Office) Jim Hartmann, (Alexandria Health Dept.) Cyndi Lake, (Police Dept.) Carolyn Cassidy, (Police Dept.) Matt Smith, (Alexandria Jaycees President) Harry Schroeder, (Public Schools) Suzanne Lank, (Sheriff’s Office) Deputy Felicia Mensah, (Fire Dept.) Matthew Strauss, Mayor Euille
Not pictured: (Police Dept.) Joe Ryan

For reference, the winners are:
City Manager’s Office - Cyndi Lake
Public Schools - Suzanne Lank
Sheriff’s Office - Deputy Felicia Mensah
Police Dept. - Crime Analysis Unit
Fire Dept. - Matt Strauss
Thank you to the following local businesses for supporting CAN: AlphaGraphics, Blakleif, Conklyns Florist, and The Italian Deli.

Community Appreciation Night is a special evening honoring five outstanding Alexandria City employees between the ages of 21 and 40 who have gone above and beyond the call of duty both on and off their jobs. Nominations were solicited for honorees that have shown commitment to the community and remind each of us that no problem is too difficult when handled with grace, ingenuity, courage, and determination. In tribute to past City employees, the honorees were given commemorative awards.

· Fire Department – The James E. Shortt Award: Deputy Fire Marshall Shortt retired from the Alexandria Fire Department on December 1st, 1993. The safety of others was his prime consideration and the word “compromise” was not in his vocabulary when it came to preventing fires and creating a safe environment for those he had chosen to protect. 
· Sheriff’s Department – The William G. Truesdale Award: On January 27, 1991 Deputy Sheriff Truesdale sacrificed his life trying to prevent the escape of a dangerous prisoner. During his tenure with the Sherriff’s office, he received many letters of commendation from the community as well as from co-workers. He was a devoted employee, husband, and father.
· Police Department – The Charles W. Hill Award: Corporal Hill received 23 letters of commendation from, among others, the City Manager, the Chief of Police, the Sherriff, and the US Army, for his numerous leadership roles and the support he offered to civic organizations. On March 22, 1989 he was killed in the line of duty during a hostage/shoot-out tragedy. 
· City Manager’s Office – The E. Judith Krasnow Award: For 34 years Judy Krasnow worked with the Alexandria Mental Health Center. Among her many accomplishments, Judy obtained a CMHC federal grant which enabled Alexandria’s Mental Health Center to expand its programs and establish a 24 hour emergency training service. 
· Public Schools – The George Talmadge Webber Award: Mr. Webber received numerous civic and teaching awards including a Joint Resolution from the Virginia General Assembly for outstanding contributions to education and was a past president of the Alexandria PTA Council. Mr. Webber was committed to inspiring and motivating the young regardless of race, creed, or color.
The Alexandria Junior Chamber of Commerce, or the Alexandria Jaycees, is a leadership development organization dedicated to community service, personal growth, and fellowship for adults ages 21 to 40. The Alexandria Jaycees are members of the U.S. Junior Chamber of Commerce and Junior Chamber International. The local chapter has helped make the City of Alexandria a better place to live since 1940.
For more details or for membership information, please call the Jaycees' 24-hour recorded event line: (703) 866-7171 or go to www.alexjaycees.org. More information about the Community Appreciation Night is also available at http://www.alexjaycees.org/can.htm.
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