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Alexandria Jaycees members with Rep. Jim Moran (D-8). 

ALEXANDRIA, VA. - The Alexandria Jaycees are proud to announce a recent fundraiser raised a lot of money for Camp Virginia Jaycee, a camp in the Blue Ridge Mountains for developmentally disabled children and adults.

The event began as a response to the challenge from Camp Virginia Jaycee to hold a fundraising event for the camp.   The camp suffered severe financial losses last year, and was in danger of not being able to re-open this summer.  

The 90-acre camp has been around since the 1960s, and was started by Virginia Jaycees.

Last fall, the camp offered a challenge to Jaycee chapters throughout the state that designated a specific day in October as “Dare to Dream” Day.  

The Alexandria chapter decided they needed more time to hold an event that would generate a successful fundraising return for the camp.  The time taken in planning and recruiting participants paid off.  Alexandria’s chapter raised approximately $4,500 for the camp, even though their goal was only $3,000.

With wonderful support from the Alexandria community as well, more profits were able to be funneled to the camp:

· American Legion Post 24 generously donated their ballroom to hold the after-party event, as well as providing drinks and a bartender

· Stephanie Wallis donated her skills and design experience to create a branded look for the event in invitations, flyers, and tickets

· Many Alexandria businesses donated raffle items, and about $1,000 was generated just from the raffle ticket sales

· The Washington Capitals donated a huge prize package that brought $300 through a silent auction

· Bittersweet Catering and Heidelberg Pastry Shop donated dessert trays to the afterparty event, a 

· Mike Nguyen donated his DJ services to the afterparty event

The event was styled after the IMAGINE dinners put on by the Northern Virginia Aids Ministry in past years.  Dinner hosts were recruited from active and past Jaycees.  Each host held a dinner party at their home, where the attendees each paid $25, and this also entitled the guests to free admission to the afterparty.

The event garnered a lot of participation from older generation Jaycees, who welcomed the chance to raise money in honor of their dear friend, Laura Williams, an Alexandria Jaycees Life Member, who passed away suddenly last summer, and who always held a special place in her big heart for the camp.  

Tom King, Chairman of the Board of the camp, also made a special guest appearance at the afterparty event, and explained how much the Jaycee support means to the camp.  
After the event, Tom remarked, “On behalf of the Board of Directors of Camp Virginia Jaycee and the hundreds of campers we serve each year, we would like to say ‘Thank you’ for a job well done with the Dare to Dream dinners and after party.  It was great to see so many current and 'experienced' Jaycees in one place and certainly a privilege of mine to be able to speak about the Camp.”

The event was so successful that the chapter hopes to make the fundraising event an annual event.  

The Alexandria Jaycees is celebrating their 70th year as a chapter this year, and was recently ranked first in the state as a chapter, and 5th in the nation, based on their programming events and community service projects. 
 
The chapter is open to anyone aged 21-40 interested in developing personal and professional skills through leadership training and community service projects, and the chapter holds monthly membership meetings on the 4th Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at the American Legion Post 24 at 400 Cameron Street. 

For more information on the Alexandria Jaycees, visit www.alexjaycees.org.  For more information on Camp Virginia Jaycee, visit www.campvirginiajaycee.org.
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