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Halloween Parade Fast Approaching

All the info on competitions, volunteering needs
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Halloween is quickly approaching and Del Ray is once again making all things spooky a very big deal.

Now in its 14th year, the Del Ray Halloween Parade has grown from a small neighborhood activity to an all-afternoon affair with competitions, prizes and a charitable arm.

"It used to be everyone in the neighborhood just marched, but now we have enough people where some can watch on the sidewalk and still have fun too," said Gayle Reuter, one of the event co-chairs with the Del Ray Business Association.

The 2010 parade will take place Oct. 24 on Mt. Vernon Avenue just south of East Bellefonte Avenue. The procession will begin at 2 p.m. and move north, ending just past the playing fields at Mount Vernon Recreation Center.

Costumed children, adults, strollers and pets are all invited to march.

"It's such a wonderful tradition," Reuter said. "One day, these kids will tell their kids about their neighborhood and how much fun they had marching."

Along with the procession, the DRBA is also organizing competitions for best pet costume, best decorated stroller, best decorated home and best decorated business.

To enter the pet and stroller competitions, simply look for the registration desks near the parade starting point beginning at 1:30 p.m. the day of the festivities. There will be several different categories for each competition.

"We have a 'How Could You Do This To Me?' category for the pet competition," Reuter laughed.

Interested entrants in the home and business competitions must submit nominations by e-mail to delrayhalloweenparade@yahoo.com. The deadline for home nominations is Monday, while the business deadline is Wednesday. Residents can nominate their own homes and businesses. Entrants are to specify in their e-mails if their house or business should be judged during the day or night.

Alexandria Councilman Rob Krupicka and his family will judge the home decorations, while councilwoman Redella Pepper will judge the businesses.

Following the parade, a brief ceremony will be held where Mt. Vernon and Commonwealth Avenues intersect and awards will be handed out. Refreshments and goodie bags for children will also be available.

The Kate Moran Band will perform following the ceremony. Children's games and activities provided by the Alexandria Jaycees will be set up in the playing fields.
Bean Creative will also have its Spooky Bean Halloween open in the field behind its office on the 2200 block of Mt. Vernon Avenue.

As part of the event's charitable arm, the DRBA is currently collecting Halloween costumes for in-need children. Costumes can be donated by placing them in bins located at the Caboose Café and A Show of Hands on Mt. Vernon Avenue. There is a specific need for larger-sized costumes. The collected costumes will be distributed Oct. 23 at Mount Vernon Recreation Center from 2 to 4 p.m.

Reuter said the DRBA is still in need of volunteers to help ensure the success of this year's event. Volunteers are needed for everything from goody bag stuffing to parade marshals.

For specific volunteer duties, please see the attached document. If interested in taking on a duty or two, e-mail delrayhalloweenparade@yahoo.com.

